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RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 2018 STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, The Transportation Authority routinely monitors pending legislation that may 

affect the Transportation Authority and San Francisco’s transportation program; and 

WHEREAS, Each year the Transportation Authority adopts a set of legislative principles to 

guide its transportation policy and funding advocacy in the sessions of the State and Federal 

Legislatures; and 

WHEREAS, The attached 2018 State and Federal Legislative Program reflects key principles 

gathered from common positions with other local sales tax transportation authorities, Congestion 

Management Agencies, and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission; the Transportation 

Authority’s understanding of the most pressing issues facing the San Francisco Municipal 

Transportation Agency, regional transit providers serving the City of San Francisco, and other City 

agencies charged with delivering transportation projects; and are consistent with the advocacy 

approaches of the Mayor’s Office; and 

WHEREAS, At its special November 29, 2017 meeting, the Citizens Advisory Committee was 

briefed on the subject request and unanimously adopted a motion of support for the staff 

recommendation; and 

RESOLVED, That the Transportation Authority does hereby adopt the attached 2018 State 

and Federal Legislative Program; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Director is authorized to communicate this program to the 

appropriate parties. 

Attachment: 
1. 2018 State and Federal Legislative Program
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Memorandum 

Date: 
To: 
From: 

November 30, 2017 
Transportation Authority Board 
Amber Crabbe – Assistant Deputy Director for Policy and Programming 

Subject: 12/5/17 Board Meeting: Approval of 2018 State and Federal Legislative Program 

DISCUSSION 

Background. 

The State and Federal Legislative Program, adopted annually by the Board, establishes a general 
framework to guide our legislative and funding advocacy efforts at the state and federal levels. 
Transportation Authority staff and legislative advocacy consultant in Sacramento will use this program 
to plan strategy and communicate positions to the City’s legislative delegations in Sacramento and 
Washington D.C., and other transportation agencies and advocates. 

The proposed 2018 State and Federal Legislative Program reflects key principles, gathered from our 
common positions with the Mayor’s Office, City agencies, transit operators serving San Francisco, 
other local transportation sales tax authorities around the state, and the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC), as well as our understanding of the most pressing issues facing the city, the 
region, and our partner agencies. It is presented in the form of principles rather than specific bills or 
legislative initiatives, in order to allow staff the necessary flexibility to respond to legislative proposals 
and policy concerns that may arise over the course of the session. Throughout the year we will be 
reporting on the status of bills that are of significance to the Transportation Authority, and developing 
recommendations for positions as appropriate. 

RECOMMENDATION    ☐ Information   ☒ Action 

Approve the 2018 State and Federal Legislative Program 

SUMMARY 

Every year the Transportation Authority adopts high level goals and 
strategies to guide legislative strategy and advocacy while still providing 
the necessary flexibility to respond to specific bills and policies over the 
course of the legislative sessions. The 2018 State and Federal Legislative 
Program (Attachment 1) was developed in coordination with local, 
regional, and statewide partners and focuses on advancing San 
Francisco’s priority projects, protecting existing transportation funds, 
authorizing new revenues, advancing the City’s Vision Zero goals, 
engaging in the regulation of new transportation technologies, and 
expanding the use of pricing and other innovative project delivery and 
financing approaches. 

☐ Fund Allocation
☐ Fund Programming
☒ Policy/Legislation
☐ Plan/Study
☐ Capital Project

Oversight/Delivery
☐ Budget/Finance
☐ Contract/Agreement
☐ Other:
__________________
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2017 Legislative Outcomes. 

The highlight of the year was the passage of Senate Bill (SB) 1 (Beall), the Road Repair and 
Accountability Act of 2017 which represented the largest transportation funding package in the 
Legislature’s history. It will raise around $54 billion over the next decade to help address the state’s 
neglected roadway and public transit systems with ongoing, dedicated funding from increases in 
transportation user fees. San Francisco is expected to receive over $60 million annually in formula 
programs, and stands to receive significant additional funding from various competitive grant 
programs. Another significant piece of transportation funding legislation for the Bay Area was the 
approval of SB 595 (Beall) authorized the MTC to place on the ballot in nine Bay Area counties a toll 
increase of up to $3 on the seven state-owned Bay Area toll bridges, which would fund up to $4.5 
billion in transit and highway improvements to reduce congestion and improve travel options in bridge 
corridors. The expenditure plan includes funding for San Francisco priorities such as BART expansion 
vehicles, new Muni vehicles and facility upgrades, Core Capacity transit improvements, and the 
Caltrain Downtown Extension. As a first step toward addressing the state’s affordability crisis, the 
Legislature and Governor Brown also advanced a package of bills to fund affordable housing and 
streamline approvals for qualified housing developments.  

2018 State and Federal Legislative Program. 

Our 2018 State and Federal Legislative Program (Attachment 1) continues many of the themes from 
the previous year, emphasizing advancing San Francisco’s priority projects and programs, protecting 
existing transportation funds, authorizing new transportation revenues, supporting allocation of state 
cap and trade revenues for transportation, improving the implementation for state grant programs, 
engaging in the regulation of new transportation technologies, supporting the city’s Vision Zero goals, 
and expanding the use of pricing and other innovative project delivery and financing approaches. It 
also supports increased revenues and redevelopment-like tools to help accelerate the production of 
moderate and affordable housing. 

At the state level, we will continue to work with the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
and the City and County of San Francisco on a priority legislative effort to authorize the use of cameras 
for automated speed enforcement. The Legislature is expected to develop the 2020 cap and trade 
expenditure plan, so we will advocate that transportation maintains or exceeds its current funding level 
and look for ways to advance San Francisco’s priority projects and programs. We will support efforts 
at the state level to establish new transportation revenue mechanisms that local and regional entities 
can choose to implement to fund both capital projects and operations, and may also work with City 
partners to pursue authorization for one or more local revenue measures in forthcoming 
recommendations of the San Francisco Transportation Task Force 2045( Finally, we may seek 
legislation that would leave the door open for San Francisco to join Santa Clara and San Mateo 
Counties in exploring managed lanes along the length of US 101, and seek authorization for tolling 
on the crooked portion Lombard Street to manage demand, subject to Board approval. 

At the federal level, our efforts will focus on ensuring that Congress appropriates funding consistent 
with the amounts authorized in the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, and securing 
federal appropriations for San Francisco’s current and future transit capital priorities such as Central 
Subway, Better Market Street, and the Caltrain Downtown Extension. We will also carefully monitor 
a flurry of activity happening around federal regulations for autonomous and connected vehicles to 
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ensure state and local governments maintain the ability to oversee safe operation of vehicles on their 
own highways and local roads. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT  

The recommended action would not have an impact on the adopted Fiscal Year 2017/18 budget. 

CAC POSITION 

The CAC was briefed on this item at its November 29, 2017 special meeting and unanimously adopted 
a motion of  support for the staff  recommendation.  

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 

Attachment 1 – 2018 State and Federal Legislative Program 




