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Bills of Interest  

To view documents associated with the bill, click the bill number link. To view the bill text, click the PDF or HTML link.  
Staff is recommending no new support or oppose positions this month. 

 
Bill # Author Description Status Position Comments

AB 2 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Alejo D 
 
(Dist 30)  

Community revitalization authority. 
Would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would 
authorize certain local agencies to form a community revitalization 
authority within a community revitalization and investment area, as 
defined, to carry out provisions of the Community Redevelopment Law 
in that area for purposes related to, among other things, infrastructure, 
affordable housing, and economic revitalization, and to provide for the 
financing of these activities by, among other things, the issuance of 
bonds serviced by tax increment revenues. 

Assembly
Print 
 
 

Watch  Spot bill. The ultimate intent is for a bill 
that would permit the establishment of 
local community revitalization 
authorities that would finance projects 
using tax increment revenues.  

AB 4 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Linder R 
 
(Dist 60)  

Vehicle weight fees: transportation bond debt service. 
Would, notwithstanding specified provisions or any other law, until 
January 1, 2020, prohibit weight fee revenues from being transferred 
from the State Highway Account to the Transportation Debt Service 
Fund, the Transportation Bond Direct Payment Account, or any other 
fund or account for the purpose of payment of the debt service on 
transportation general obligation bonds, and would also prohibit loans of 
weight fee revenues to the General Fund. 

Assembly
Print 
 
 

Watch  Similar to several bills from 2014, this 
bill seeks to restore state truck fees to 
fund highway repair instead of 
supporting Prop. 1B bond debt service.  

AB 6 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Wilk R 
 
(Dist 38)  

Bonds: transportation: school facilities. 
Would provide that no further bonds shall be sold for high-speed rail 
purposes pursuant to the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train 
Bond Act for the 21st Century, expect as specifically provided with 
respect to an existing appropriation for high-speed rail purposes for early 
improvement projects in the Phase 1 blended system. The bill, subject to 
the above exception, would require redirection of the unspent proceeds 
received from outstanding bonds issued and sold for other high-speed 
rail purposes prior to the effective date of these provisions, upon 
appropriation, for use in retiring the debt incurred from the issuance and 
sale of those outstanding bonds. These provisions would become 
effective only upon approval by the voters at the next statewide election. 

Assembly
Print 
 
 

Oppose  Prohibits sale of bonds to support High-
Speed Rail program. Directs unspent 
bond funds to retire debt from Prop 1A 
and would authorize use of bond 
proceeds for K-12 building purposes.  
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AB 8 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Gatto D 
 
(Dist 43)  

Emergency services: hit-and-run incidents. 
Would authorize a law enforcement agency to issue a Yellow Alert if a 
person has been killed or has suffered serious bodily injury due to a hit-
and-run incident and the law enforcement agency has specified 
information concerning the suspect or the suspect’s vehicle. The bill 
would require the Department of the California Highway Patrol to 
activate a Yellow Alert within the requested geographic area upon request 
if it concurs with the law enforcement agency that specified requirements 
are met. 

Assembly
Print 
 
 

Support  This bill expands the Amber Alert 
system to create a new yellow alert to 
call attention to hit and run incidents 
when a person dies or suffers bodily 
harm.  

AB 23 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Patterson R 
 
(Dist 23)  

California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: market-based 
compliance mechanisms: exemption. 
The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 authorizes the 
State Air Resources Board to include the use of market-based compliance 
mechanisms. Current state board regulations require specified entities to 
comply with a market-based compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 
2013, and require additional specified entities to comply with that 
market-based compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2015. This bill 
would instead exempt those categories of persons or entities that did not 
have a compliance obligation, as defined, under a market-based 
compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2013, from being subject to 
that market-based compliance mechanism through December 31, 2020.  

Assembly
Print 
 
 

Oppose  This bill would postpone the effective 
date of the extension of Cap and Trade 
emission regulations from 2015 to 2020 
for the transportation fuels system.  
 
The author is concerned that the public 
will be subject to a spike in fuel prices. 
However, the effect of the deferred will 
be to reduce Cap and Trade auction 
revenues.  

AB 28 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Chu D 
 
(Dist 25)  

Bicycle safety: rear lights. 
Current law requires that a bicycle operated during darkness upon a 
highway, a sidewalk where bicycle operation is not prohibited by the local 
jurisdiction, or a bikeway, as defined, be equipped with a red reflector on 
the rear that is visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear when 
directly in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle. 
This bill would instead require that a bicycle operated under those 
circumstances be equipped with a white flashing light on the rear that is 
visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear when directly in front of 
lawful upper beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle, or, in lieu of the 
white flashing light, reflective gear worn by the bicyclist. 

Assembly
Print 
 
 

Watch  This is a new approach to bike safety 
that would require reflective clothing or 
flashing lights in lieu of reflective lights.  
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AB 40 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Ting D 
 
(Dist 19)  

Golden Gate Bridge: sidewalk fees. 
Current law establishes bridge and highway districts and various regional 
transportation authorities and transit districts, including the Golden Gate 
Bridge, Highway and Transportation District, and prescribes the powers 
and duties of the district, including the power to fix and collect all tolls 
for the use of the district’s property. This bill would prohibit the district 
from fixing or collecting any tolls or access fees for pedestrian and 
bicyclist use of the Golden Gate Bridge sidewalks. 

Assembly
Print 
 
 

Watch  This measure would prohibit the 
Golden Gate Bridge, Highway, and 
Transportation District from imposing 
tolls or fees on pedestrian or bicyclists 
for use of the bridge sidewalks.  

SB 1 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Gaines R 
 
(Dist 1)  

California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: market-based 
compliance mechanisms: exemption. 
The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 authorizes the 
State Air Resources Board to include the use of market-based compliance 
mechanisms. Current state board regulations require specified entities to 
comply with a market-based compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 
2013, and require additional specified entities to comply with that 
market-based compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2015. This bill 
instead would exempt categories of persons or entities that did not have a 
compliance obligation, as defined, under a market-based compliance 
mechanism beginning January 1, 2013, from being subject to that market-
based compliance mechanism.  

Senate 
Print 
 
 

Oppose  This bill would eliminate the extension 
of Cap and Trade emission regulations 
scheduled for the transportation fuels 
system.  
 
Differs from AB 23 as this bill 
permanently prohibits the Cap and 
Trade regulations from affecting the 
fuels sector.  

SB 5 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Vidak R 
 
(Dist 14)  

California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: market-based 
compliance mechanisms: exemption. 
Under the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, current 
State Air Resources Board regulations require specified entities to comply 
with a market-based compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2013, 
and require additional specified entities to comply with that market-based 
compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2015. This bill instead 
would exempt categories of persons or entities that did not have a 
compliance obligation, as defined, under a market-based compliance 
mechanism beginning January 1, 2013, from being subject to that market-
based compliance mechanism through December 31, 2020. 

Senate 
Print 
 
 

Oppose  This bill would postpone the effective 
date of the extension of Cap and Trade 
emission regulations from 2015 to 2020 
for the transportation fuels system.  
 
The author is concerned that the public 
will be subject to a spike in fuel prices. 
However, the effect of the deferred will 
be to reduce Cap and Trade auction 
revenues.  
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SB 8 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Hertzberg D 
 
(Dist 18)  

Taxation. 
Would state legislative findings regarding the Upward Mobility Act, key 
provisions of which would expand the application of the Sales and Use 
Tax law by imposing a tax on specified services, would enhance the 
state’s business climate and would incentivize entrepreneurship and 
business creation by evaluating the Corporate Tax Law, and would 
examine the impacts of a lower and simpler Personal Income Tax Law. 

Senate 
Print 
 
 

Watch  Although a spot bill, this is the author’s 
attempt to change the emphasis of 
California’s taxation system to 
incorporate taxes on services.  

SB 9 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Beall D 
 
(Dist 15)  

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund: Transit and Intercity Rail 
Capital Program. 
Would, under the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, modify the purpose 
of the program to delete references to operational investments and 
instead provide for the funding of large, transformative capital 
improvements with a total cost exceeding $100,000,000. The bill would 
require the Transportation Agency, in prioritizing and selecting projects 
for funding, to consider the extent to which a project reduces greenhouse 
gas emissions, and would add additional factors to be considered in 
evaluating applications for funding. This bill contains other existing laws. 

Senate 
Print 
 
 

Watch This bill would alter the focus for Rail 
and Transit Cap and Trade funds to only 
address large-scale transit projects that 
promote a direct connection to the 
state’s High-Speed Rail System.  
 
Guidelines for expending the first $25 
million in the Rail and Transit cap and 
trade funding category will be finalized 
soon; this will be followed by a 
competitive call for projects by the State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA).  

SB 16 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Beall D 
 
(Dist 15)  

Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 
Current law provides that the Caltrans has full possession and control of 
the state highway system. This bill would state the intent of the 
Legislature that the department identify savings from implementing 
efficiencies in its current programs and direct those resources into 
expanded activities for road repair and litter cleanup. 

Senate 
Print 
 
 

Watch The author is seeking to compel 
Caltrans to adopt more program 
efficiencies and then direct the resulting 
savings into road repair and litter 
control.  
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SB 39 
 
Introduced:  
12/1/2014 
pdf  html  

Pavley D 
 
(Dist 27)  

Vehicles: high-occupancy vehicle lanes. 
Current federal law, until September 30, 2017, authorizes a state to allow 
specified labeled vehicles to use lanes designated for high-occupancy 
vehicles (HOVs). This bill would increase the number of those identifiers 
that the DMV is authorized to issue to an unspecified amount. This bill 
contains other related provisions and other current laws. 

Senate 
Print 
 
 

Oppose  The bill would expand the amount of 
HOV lane access decals for clean 
vehicles. 2014 saw the number of decals 
permitted, increase from 40,000 to 
70,000.  
 
While we are supportive of clean 
vehicles, this bill has the potential to add 
thousands of more single occupancy 
vehicles to Bay Area HOV lanes, many 
of which are already near or at capacity. 
We would welcome an amendment to 
give local jurisdictions control over 
whether or not to allow clean vehicles in 
HOV lanes. 

SB 59 
 
Introduced: 
12/19/2014 
pdf  html  

Knight R 
 
(Dist 21) 

Vehicles: high-occupancy vehicle lanes. 
The bill makes technical changes to existing law which authorizes local 
authorities and the Department of Transportation to establish exclusive 
or preferential use of highway lanes for high-occupancy vehicles. 

Senate 
Print 

New – 
Watch 

This is a spot bill that addresses the 
basic authority for designation of HOV 
Lanes. 

Note: The author will vacate his Senate 
seat when he assumes his new 
congressional seat this week. 

Total Measures: 14 


